2
Discussion Response on Vehicle Inventory Search
A warrantless vehicle inventory search is not a violation of the Fourth Amendment since vehicle searches are routine, non-criminal procedures whose justification does not hinge on the existence of probable cause (Lemons, n.d). As such, the lack of a warrant does not determine whether the search is reasonable in this case. Regarding the evidence gathered, the Exclusionary Rule prohibits the government from using evidence against the defender if the process of its acquisition violated the constitution (Harris, 2017). The prohibition against only “unreasonable” searches and seizures indicates that reasonable searches and seizures are acceptable (Harris, 2017). Therefore, in a lawfully conducted warrantless vehicle inventory search, the evidence gathered can be used against the defender in trial (Lemons, n.d.). However, where law enforcement officers act “in bad faith or for the sole purpose of investigation,” an inventory search will be held invalid (Lemons, n.d.). Therefore, law enforcement officers must not have a warrant every time they search a vehicle incident to arrest depending on how reasonable the reason for the arrest was. To be reasonable under the Fourth Amendment, “an inventory must not be a ruse for a general rummaging in order to discover incriminating evidence, and the policy or practice governing inventory searches should be designed only to produce an inventory” (Lemons, n.d.)
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